
WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS



OVERVIEW & INTENT

Overview

! Community growth – anticipate 1 million by 2030.

! Need for a community-wide plan.

! Community stakeholders validated the opportunity to knit together resources.

Intent

! Ensure quality of life within our community.

! Create an engagement infrastructure.

! Increase coordination; foster innovation and creativity.

! Avoid duplication of efforts; address service gaps within our community.



TODAY’S OBJECTIVES & AGENDA

Objectives:

! Educate Partners on Trends and Impacts

! Highlight Actions/Behaviors/Programs for Partners

Agenda:

! Education & Impacts

! Q&A with the Panel

! Livable Meck Commitment Exercise

! Closing Remarks 



FOOD WASTE
RELEVANT GUIDING PRINCIPLES & STRATEGIES

• Create a culture of health 
and wellnessHealthy

• Manage resources wiselyResilient





SUSTAIN CHARLOTTE

Why is food waste a problem for Mecklenburg County?

• Low economic mobility

• Geographic disparity in food access

• Skyrocketing land values = running out of landfill space



SUSTAIN CHARLOTTE

“My lifetime ratio of bananas purchased to bananas eaten is 
running about 5 to 1” – Conan O’Brien

Carbon footprint of food includes its production, 

transportation, and waste.



SUSTAIN CHARLOTTE

Mecklenburg households are already cost-burdened 

by housing + transportation expenses. (htaindex.cnt.org)

• 30% of income is spent on housing + 23% of income 

is spent on transportation.

• Recommended threshold for affordability is <= 45%.



Source: Mecklenburg Quality 

of Life Explorer



Source: H&T Index



Source: Mecklenburg Quality 

of Life Explorer



CURRENT FACILITIES

Full Service Centers:
• North Meck
• Hickory Grove
• Compost Central
• Foxhole
• MetalÁandÁTireÁSite*

7 Remote Recycling Sites









CITY OF CHARLOTTE SOLID WASTE

There is a direct connection between 
your health and the environment.



CITY OF CHARLOTTE SOLID WASTE

Diseases linked to pollution:

1. Heart Disease

2. Stroke

3. Cancer

4. Asthma

5. Kidney Disease 



Methane Gas = Food Waste

CITY OF CHARLOTTE SOLID WASTE



1. Reuse

2. Upcycle

3. Recycle

4. Compost

CITY OF CHARLOTTE SOLID WASTE



CITY OF CHARLOTTE SOLID WASTE



CROWN TOWN COMPOST

143,000 tons (20%)

"Mecklenburg County NC Food Waste Diversion Study 
Final Report." Mecklenburg County NC Government. 

March 2012.



CROWN TOWN COMPOST

$1,500 per 
Family Each 

Year

savethefood.com

National Resources Defense Council. 2017.



Losing Nutrients 

Healthy Soil = Healthy Food

CROWN TOWN COMPOST



Compost!

At home or use a 
composting service.

CROWN TOWN COMPOST



PANEL DISCUSSION



A CALL TO ACTION



CALL TO ACTION
Table Discussion; Commitment Card

!As a Partner organization, what will you do this week?

!As a Partner organization, what will you do this year?

!To accomplish your commitments, would you like to 
collaborate with other Livable Meck Partners?  If so, who?

!Are there supports (i.e. engage, facilitate, measure, or 
communicate) Livable Meck could offer you as you take 
action?



NEXT STEPS

! GET STARTED on your commitments to reduce food waste.

! Complete the post-café survey via email. 

! Follow Livable Meck on Facebook and Twitter

! Take a role in the Community-wide Priority Setting Sessions in 
FY19 as Connector, Promoter, or Host.  See Rebecca Herbert for 

details.


